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Astmoor Primary School
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2024-25

	Date this summary was published
	October 2024

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	September 2025

	Name of the school music lead
	Rachael Williams 

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	

	Name of local music hub 
	Accent Music Hub

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	Intent:
At Astmoor Primary School, we believe that music is a vital part of a broad and ambitious curriculum. Music is a way for children to express their emotions enjoyably and creatively, playing an important role in personal development and identity. Music reflects the culture and society we live in, and so the teaching and learning of music enables children to better understand the world they live in.
We aim to provide opportunities for all children to create, play, perform, listen, analyse and enjoy music across a wide range of periods, genres and styles. We are committed to helping children of all abilities develop positive attitudes and to experience success and satisfaction in music.
Curriculum:
Music is taught in class weekly and is informed by the model music curriculum (March 2021). Lessons are a minimum of 30 minutes and are taught by class teachers or a music specialist. Teaching is supported by the Sparkyard (Out of the Ark) Curriculum. 
The Sparkyard Music Curriculum provides teachers with a clear sequence of musical activities to use in the primary classroom. With fabulous Out of the Ark songs at its heart, it uses a skills-based approach where key musical concepts and themes are developed and revisited across the year groups, building on knowledge and understanding at every stage. (Sparkyard, 2024)
Music Curriculum Early Years Foundation Stage, 
Development Matters 2021:
Children in Reception will be learning to:
· Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses.
· Watch and talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and responses.
· Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody.
During the Early Years Foundation Stage, children explore, experiment, practise, repeat and consolidate musical ideas and skills through singing, playing and movement; they have access to instruments appropriate to their age. Music by its very nature will develop skills and competencies in other areas of learning.
This musical learning is further supplemented by daily singing to support routines, musical genre studies of the week and weekly singing assemblies in each key stage, lasting at least 20 minutes.
Children in Year 3 will learn an instrument (the recorder) taught by the class teacher, following on from the project completed with music specialists from Accent Music Hub last academic year. 
Children in Year 4/5 will learn the ukulele as a whole-class ensemble taught by music specialists from Accent Music Hub, building upon the skills learnt in their recorder project last year. 
Children in Year 5/6 will learn the Taiko drumming as a whole-class ensemble taught by music specialists from Accent Music Hub, enhancing our curriculum and supporting our end of Year 6 performance.  
Each project lasts a full term and culminates in a concert where children perform songs and pieces together.


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Extra-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	At Astmoor Primary School, we recognise that this is an area for development. We work alongside Accent Music Hub to ensure that we can offer the best possible music opportunities for our children.
In the autumn term, we will deliver a Christmas Performance After School Club, led by our Headteacher and Deputy Headteacher. 
In the spring term, Choir Club will be delivered by our Music Lead. 
In the spring term, Recorder Club will be delivered for those willing to continue the skill in Y4. 
We are hoping to form a ukulele club in the summer term to support our Year 4/5 children.   


Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	Children will have the opportunity to perform or experience high quality music this academic year. Please see below for a list of those opportunities:
· Celebration Assembly each week begins and ends with a song
· KS2 Harvest Assembly – opportunities for whole class, group and solo singing parts
· Seasonal Assemblies throughout the year, e.g. Easter
· KS1 Infant Music Festival (TBC)
· Halton Sings
· All children from EYFS to Year 6 perform at Christmas - opportunities for whole class, group and solo singing parts
· Development of school choir and various performances throughout the year. 
· Years 4, 5 and 6 performing to an audience at the end of their Accent Music project.
· EYFS Graduation 
· Year 6 OBA Performance 
· Year 6 Leavers Performance 
· Invite various musicians and music related professionals to demonstrate their skills throughout the year – with a focus on careers in music – to build aspirations. 


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	We recognise that Music is an area for development. A new subject leader has taken up post and is working in conjunction with the Music Hub and Senior Leadership Team to improve additional opportunities for music for all pupils.
Some of our plans include:
· Interweave music more holistically throughout the curriculum.
· Extend music session times to be in line with the Model Music Curriculum. (“At Key Stages 1 and 2, pupils should receive a minimum of one hour of teaching a week; this may take the form of short sessions spread across the week.”)
· Introduction of a music scheme that ensures consistency and progression from EYFS through to Year 6. (Fully immerse in Sparkyard) 
· Embed singing as part of daily school routines. 
· Upskill and support staff with further CPD. 
· Fundraise to develop of a wider range of instruments to have on offer for small group or individual lessons.
· Update audio equipment in the hall. 
· Utilise skills and talents of staff members to improve extra-curricular offer for all children. 
· Introduction of Musician/Genre of the month to encourage exposure to a wider range of music and cultures, improving listening and appraisal skills. 
· Introduction of further whole-class ensemble projects delivered by a music specialist. (Accent Music Hub)
· Create more opportunities for children to perform to an audience and experience musical performances
· Further develop performance opportunities for our young musicians throughout the school year.
· Further develop engagement in extra-curricular music for Pupil Premium and SEND children. 


Further information (optional)
	Accent Music Hub
Resonate Liverpool
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